
What You Need to Know About Re-turn 
 

Ireland’s Deposit Return Scheme will go live on 1 February 2024. Following the introduction 

of the Separate Collection Legislation to achieve EU recycling targets, Retailers who sell ‘in 

scope’ drinks containers are legally obligated to register with Re-turn. The Re-turn team are 

here to support and provide information on all aspects of the scheme and how it will operate. 

 

In Scope Drinks Containers:  PET plastic bottles, aluminium & steel cans  

Deposit Fee:    150ml - 500ml = 15c  Over 500ml - 3litres = 25c 

 

The Retailers Role 
 

Retailers play a key role in the new Deposit Return Scheme and must comply with Retailer 

Membership Rules. 

Retailers may apply for a Take Back Exemption based on certain eligibility criteria, but it is 

important to note that Retailers must register with the scheme first.   

Retailers have two options when providing a take back service, either through:    

• Manual Collection  

• Reverse Vending Machines (RVM) Approved Suppliers List. 

In all point of sale Retailers must display the Deposit separate to the product price and as a 
separate line item on receipts. 
 

How does Deposit Return work? 
 

 

https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2021/si/599/made/en/pdf
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=Pw9v4Jz-MU2uQuz3TbCNLEUr7o-D0OdIrZ1Qz_hw-pFUMUVKTlI5RDJRNlhYUFVFRlRWUUZYWjlMTy4u
https://re-turn.ie/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/In-Scope-and-Out-of-Scope-Containers-and-Products-for-Irelands-Deposit-Return-Scheme-Re-turn-FINAL.pdf
https://re-turn.ie/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/DSRI-Retailer-Membership-Rules-FINAL-June-2023.pdf
https://re-turn.ie/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/DSRI-Retailer-Membership-Rules-FINAL-June-2023.pdf
https://re-turn.ie/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/Take-Back-Exemptions-3.7.23.pdf
https://re-turn.ie/retailer/


Transition Period  
 

Re-turn have confirmed a Transition Period to facilitate both producers and retailers in 

selling non deposit stock and preventing waste. 

• Retailers can take delivery of Re-turn logo stock from1 January 2024 

• Retailers can sell Re-turn logo stock from 1 February 2024 

• Retailers cannot purchase non-deposit stock from 16 March 2024 

• From 1 June 2024, all stock on retailer shelves must only be Re-turn logo stock 

 

Additional Supports  
 

For Retailers opting to take back in scope drinks containers through RVMs, the approximate 

starting price is €12,000. To find out more about RVMs, check out the RVM Supplier List on 

our website. Retailers who purchase an RVM and take back less than 250,000 drinks 

containers per year may apply for financial support from Re-turn.  

 

 
 

Handling Fee Sample Calculator  
 

Collection 

Method 

Handling Fee 

per Unit 

Take Backs 

per month 

Annual 

Handling Fee 

Manual €0.026 4,000 €1,248 

RVM €0.022 24,000 €6,336 
 

Subject to the Take-Back Exemption, all Retailers are paid a Handling Fee for each In-

Scope Product collected by the Retailer and accepted by DRSI (in addition to redeemed 

Deposits) on a monthly basis. By the 5th of each month, units handled and Deposits due are 

made available to the Retailer for verification (Monthly Report). Retailers will have 3 

business days to query the Monthly Report. By the 10th of each month, an invoice is 

generated on the Retailer's behalf based on the final Monthly Report. DRSI will then make 

payment to each Retailer within 30 days.  

Next Steps 
 

All Retailers who sell 'in scope' drinks containers are legally obliged to register with Re-turn. 
To register and find out more, please go to www.re-turn.ie/retailer 
If you have any questions, email us at info@re-turn.ie  

Year 1 - €3,000

Eligible if under 
250,000 Returns in 

Year 1

Year 2 - €2,000

Eligible if under 
250,000 Returns in 

Year 2

Year 3 - €1,000 

Eligible if under 
250,000 in Year 3 

(final payment)

https://re-turn.ie/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Transition-Period-Webinar-Deck-11-May-.pdf
https://re-turn.ie/retailer/
http://www.re-turn.ie/retailer
mailto:info@re-turn.ie

